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The Chaplain and His Men
The New England Chapter of the Ninth Infantry Division
wishes to thank the many people who have contributed to the
repair of the Ninth Division Memorial in Worcester.
We have heard from many because of their friendship and
love for Father Edward Connors, many because at one time
they were able to attend the memorial service. Others have contributed in the name of a husband, brother or uncle who is now
deceased; others because a loved one was one of the 4581 who
died in combat while serving with the Ninth Infantry Division in
World War II.
Why is the memory of Father Connors, the Ninth Division
Memorial and the continuation of the Memorial Mass and Service so important to us?
In 1981, I asked Jeremiah Murphy, a columnist for the Boston
Globe, to cover our memorial weekend. He graciously accepted.
Following are excerpts from the article he wrote that was
published in the Boston Globe in November of 1981. They express better than I could our deep feelings.
"The Chaplain and His Men"
WORCESTER - They were mostly late-middle-aged men and
they gathered early Sunday morning in the thin November sunshine and waited for Father Edward Connors to arrive.
There were about 200 men and they stood in front of the Grove
street fire station here and chatted and joked. Many were paunchy and most had thin gray hair or were bald. Then Father Connors arrived. He is 76 and tall, but a little stooped now. All the
men seemed very glad to see ·him. He looked tired and old, but
still joked and laughed, so everything was all right again.
Then it was time for the men to march, time for the World War
II veterans of the famous 9th Infantry Division to march again
in an annual memorial service for the 4581 division members
who had been killed in action so long ago on battlefields across
North Africa and Europe. The Ecumenical Service was started
in 1945 by Father Connors and Sunday marked the 37th consecutive year that it had been held here.
Something happened to those men when they began to march
together again, and it was beautiful to see. The talking had stopped and each man had pulled his stomach in a little and squared
his shoulders and held his head up high, marching along with
pride. Father Connors was in the second row. He is their leader.
The men were from different faiths and different
backgrounds, but they all are linked forever with Father Connors who was their chaplain during those years in North Africa
and Sicily and Normandy, the Ardennes, the Bulge and finally
"across the Rhine and into Germany itself.
You meet memorable people while working for newspapers,
but Father Connors, Holy Cross '27, is right near the top of my
list. He said these men are his "family" and have been for
almost 40 years now. So on Sunday, a tiny segment of the old 9th
Infantry from 38 states briefly marched together again. Thirtynine years ago to the day they had gone ashore in North Africa to
begin the long and costly battle to rid the world of a dreadful evil
- Hitler, and all he represented.
Although the shadows of time now grow longer for these men,
the memory of their service to their country will warm their
nights until the day they die.
As I stated in my last letter, asking for money is a very difficult thing to do. We thank those who have contributed, but we
still need your help.
Sincerely,
Ron Murphy
Secretary, N.E. Chapter
Please make checks payable to "Friends of Father Connors"
and mail to: Thomas Boyle, 39 HalJ Ave. Somerville, MA 02144.

MIA Search {{oes on
WW2 Vets seek Remains of
Missin~ in Action Comrades
This letter is written in hope that you might be able to help
with the 99th Inf. Div. Association's MIA PROJECT.
You may know that for three years:melJl~softhe 99th IDA
have been searching the Ardennes Forest for'the remains of 33
comrades missing in -action during the Battle of the Bulge. To
date we have succeeded in finding six of our buddies and identifying four others as suffering direct hits from German artillery.
We have also learned of three who died in German prison camps
and were buried in unmarked graves. The search for the others
....-r
goes on whenever the weather permits.
This MIA PROJECT is handled by three of,~tl1e U.S. and
three dedicated military archeologist/) in >Belgium. We get no
help nor do we ask for help from any government agency. We
don't ask for any donationS or help except for information.
The area thClt"",we search runs along the Belgium/German
bordep.,from"Monschau south to St. Vith. In the course of our
',,:,eaf~hing our diggers run across many military relics including
dogtags. In fact, there were a surprising number of dogtags lost
in this area from men who survived the war.
Our digging team very conscientiously tries to find the owner
of a dogtag, or his heirs. In many cases, they have succeeded
and have returned the tags with no thought of reward other than
the knowledge that they've done the right thing.
Continued on Page 3

New Yorkers Honor
Memory of Jake Laskau
On November 20, 1992 the
Greater NY Area Chapter
assembled at the Masonic Hall,
71 West 23rd Street, NYC, for its
monthly meeting which began
::It R:OO 0 m

George Apar displayed the
specially created plaque which
he had made for Jake Laskau's
memorial, to be presented from
the NY Chapter to Mrs. Laskau
at our holiday dinner in December. The rich mahogany plaque
contained a centered Oetofoil
and 47th Regimental insignia,
flanked by Jake's Purple Heart
and Combat Infantryman's
Badge. Below the Octofoil was
an engraved plate inscribed
with the NY Chapter's memorial sentiments. Members enthusiastically approved the plaque, as a token of appreciation
for Jake's generous bequest to
his beloved 9th. George was applauded for his efforts in
creating and obtaining the plaque.
The next order of business
was nominations for 1993 officers of the NY Chapter. By acclamation members agreed to
move up the 1992 slate of officers to the next position. Thus
2nd Vice President Tony
Varone would become president and Al zenka 1st Vice
President, (2nd Vice President
to be nominated next meeting).
Current Board of Governors
would also remain the same.
Elections to be held at the
December meeting.
The NY Area Chapter met on
Friday, December 18 at the
Masonic Hall for its las t meeting of 1992. The slate of officers
for 1993 who were nominated
previously, were elected by acclamation: President Tony
Varone, 1st Vice President Al
Zenka, and 2nd Vice President
Charlie LiBretto. The rest of
the 1993 officers retain their
1992 posts - Secretary Art
Schmidt, Treasurer Anton
Dietrich, Chaplain George
A~r and newly elected Sgt. of
Arms Tony DeRobertis. The
Chapter Board of Governors
also remains the same - 47th
Dan Quinn, 39th Lou Almassy,
60th Charlie LiBretto, Special
troops Adolph Wadalavage, and
Divarty newly elected Al Lipton. Installation of Officers will
be held on January 15 at our
next meeting.
Following the 50-50 raffle
drawing, members and invited
guests for the Jake Laskau
memorial presentation and dinner, retired to the Square &
Compass Restaurant of the
Masonic Lodge. All attending
were feted with drinks 'and
choice of veal\-~icken or fish
elltr~.ees with salads and
desserts. During the course of
dinner George Apar presented
the memorial plaque to Mrs.
Marie Laskau. Besides
George's eloquent speech, Bill
Klaus, Emil Langer and Adolph
Wadalavage also voiced their
fond recollections .of their
departed ~7th comrade, Jake
Laskau. Other invited relatives
and friends of Jake at the dinner presentation were: Mr. &
Mrs. Vincent Colangelo, Ms
Maryann Hamcke and Mr. &
Mrs. Harry Rintoul.
Continued on page 4
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Planned tour into Mexico
Insures your trip to San Antonio
a Memorable Event
The Texas & Greater Southwest Chapter members are going
all out to make the 48th Annual Reunion a memorable event.
One of the many opportunities available will be a beautiful
learning experience into Mexico. This planned tour will be
directed by two wonderful people who lived in Mexico for twenty
years and know the country, the people and the customs well. It
has been my pleasure to have traveled with them many times.
The dates of this exciting post-reunion tour are October 10 to
17, 1993. Please write: Bob Rucker: 5055 W. Panther Creek
Drive, C-ll03, The Woodlands, Texas 77381 for a detailed
brochure.... Visit with the Military Attache at the U.S. Embassy
... the Military War College, Mexico's West Point ... Mexican.American Legion joint meeting. A pleasurable, never-to-be-forgotten cultural experience in history, archeology, anthropology,
will include visits to great and once grand cities and villages of
the Spanish, Mixtec and Zapotec Indian cultures ... Mexico City,
Cocoyoc, Cuernavaca, Taxco, et al. This stimulating visit to our
neighbor to the South is limited to 38 people. Ya-ll sign up now,
PLEASE.

San

Antonio~

The Best Tim,e.,
Every Time

Located in the heart of Texas, San Antonio is a city of almost
one million people with a vivid cultural heritage spanning nearly 300 years.
A city set firmly in the Sunbelt, San Antonio has definitely prospered from its careful planning, rich Mexican heritage and
many gifts of nature.
On a stroll through downtown, one can discover many of the
sites for which San Antonio has become famous--the River Walk,
also called the Paseo del Rio; La Villita (the Little Village); EI
Mercado (the Mexican marketplace); and HemisFair Park.
Also nestled in the heart of the downtown area is the Alamo,
where over one hundred eighty brave men fought and died in the
name of Texas Independence. This popular visitor's spot carries
memories of famous men who were legends in their own time,
including Davy Crockett, Jim Bowie and William Travis. Here
began one of the most heroic and dramatic battles in history.
The San Antonio River, one of the most exceptional tourists
spots in the world, meanders its way through the downtown business district, twenty feet below street level. Lined with a lush,
subtropical terrain, this deep green waterway is the center of its
own community. While strolling along the cobblestone paths,
one can find an array of European-style sidewalk cafes, specialty boutiques, showy nightclubs and restaurants of international
cuisine.
With an average annual temperature of 68.8 degrees and 300
days a year of clear, blue skies, San Antonio is perfect for yearround river tours aboard open-air barges. Group:; can float
down the river, dining aboard candlelit barges, enjoying the
sights and sounds of the river.
While walking along the banks of the river, one can visit La
Villita, an original San Antonio settlement. Local artists not only
sell their wares in restored historic stone houses located there,
but also demonstrate their crafts for spectators.
Once on the street level, open-air wooden trolleys or horsedz:awn carriages are available for touring downtown. One of the
city's well-known downtown sites is HemisFair Park, home of
the 1968 World's Fair and location of the 750-foot Tower of the
Americas. From the revolving restaurant or the observation
deck at the summit of the Tower, one can see the city spread
beneath as it gradually fades into the Texas Hill Country.
The choices of places to see and things to do in San An~e
many. Visitors can spend a quiet afternoon touring.~n Antonio Museum of Art and in the evening catch an excfting Broadway show or a symphony perJormance-. A cool, clear morning
can be spent atSan Ant()nio's"Tnternationally famous zoo followed by a short walkt6lhe nearby Japanese Tea Gardens. Or one
can .s~p. back into Texas history at the Witte Museum which
houses natural history and archaeo!.ogical exhibits. Later catch
a glimpse of the 27 different ethnic cultures represented at the
Institute of Texan Cultures located at HemisFair Park.
The city's close proximity to Mexico is most evident at El
Mercado, San Antonio's bustling Mexican marketplace. The
cobblestone pedestrian mall is complete with arts and crafts
shops, clothing boutiques, jewelry stores, food specialty shops
and restaurants--all with a "south of the border" flavor. Sounds
of traditional Mexican mariachi or other musical groups can
mos t always be heard as one dines on a Mexican food found only
in San Antonio. The enchiladas, tacos, tamales and tortillas
prepared here have become world famous for their unique
flavor and fine quality.
South of the city near the San Antonio River are historic eighteenth century Spanish missions. Established by Franciscan
friars, the four missions are still active churches. An inspiring
mariachi mass is celebrated each Sunday at San Jose Mission.
San Jose is the largest and most elaborate of San Antonio's missions, but each of the four has its own charm.
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Publication # 402820
NI1'ITH INFA1'ITRY DIVISION ASSOCII\TION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Dan Quinn, Natiomll Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn. ';12
Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey C110ffl
Enclosed please find dues for:
'

" Serial No

.

Street Address

.

City

State

Zone

.

I was a member of:
Battery

Company

Regiment

9thDiv

.

I wish to sign up for the following:
Regular Member per year

$10.000

Sustaining Member

.

Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund
Ladies Auxiliary Member. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..

0
$25.000
$75.000
$ 2.000

I>ecals

50- each

THREE-YEAR MEMBER

Life Membership

$ 2.50 (incl. post.>

60th Hist.

...

~

Please credit the following chapter:
Philly-Delaware Valley
mWuJis
New England

o
o
o

F)oridr·
Texas

o

o

Greatt>r New York
Washington, n.c.
Michigan
LJ New Jersey

o
o

Ladies Auxiliary
Ninth Infantry Division Association
Membership Application
Ellie Taubner, Treasurer, Ladies Auxiliary
Ninth Infantry Division Association
85 Smith Avenue, Bergenfield, N.J. 07621
Enclosed please find dues for:
Name

--,-

Street Address
City

_
_

Statec

_

Zip.

_

One year·
Credit Chapter

Please reserve accommodations for: (Please Print>
Name:

_

Address:

_

City:

State.

Bus. Phone:
The Memorial Fund was
enriched by the generosity of
these "Old Reliables" who
remembered. Many thanks.

Zip.
Home:

Farewell to you and the
youth I have spent with you
It was but yesterday we
met in a dream,
You have sung to me in
my aloneness, and I of
your longings have
built a tower in the sky.
But now our sleep has
fled and our dream is
over, and it is no longer dawn.
The noontide is upon us
and our half waking
has turned to a fuller
day, and we must part.
If in the twilight of
memory we should
meet once more, we
shall speak again to
gether and you shall
sing to me a deeper song.
And if our hands should
meet in another dream
we shall build another
tower in the sky.
Kahlil Gibran "The Profit"

D. M. McCullough

39th Inf.
Harold Kressler
39th Inf. Co. D
Michael Racin
39th Inf. F Co.
Alfred Janoski
39th Inf. M Co.
Thomas Richey
60th Inf. H Co.
Howard Goldstein
9th Med Co. D
Alice Hough
Wife of Percy Hough,
60th A. T. 3rd Bn.
Halvor O. Gjerde
Hq. Co. 60th Inf.
Raymond S. Walsh
Co. C 39th Inf.

May they rest in Peace.
TJ their loved ones we offer
our sympathy.

_

Names of Additional Occupants:
Arrival Date:

Owen Narosky
Robert Gleason
Leo Fatlan - In memory of Merwin Sullivan, M Co. 47th
Alice Caswell - In memory of
Molly Langer
Adolph Zenka - In memory of
John E isenha uer, George
Tracy, Whitey Witleoge, and
Robert Simpson, 60th Inf.
George Seifert
Mrs. Katherine Janoski - In
memory of Husband Alfred,
39th Inf. M Co.
Richard McGrath
George Hulka
Carl Winter - In memory of 60th
Inf. Cannon Co. 2nd PIa toon
men
.John Bonkowski - In memory of
Bill Andrews
John Rogher - In memory of
Harold Kressler, Co. D. 39th
Inf.

_

_
_

Time:

_

Departure Date:
Time:
_
Check in time is 3:00 PM. Check-out time is 12:00 noon. Reservations must be received by 9/7/93 or rooms become subject to
availability.
_

Card:
Number:

Exp. Date:

_

#

people

Specific Details
The hotel will extend the same daily rate to guests for
three days before and three days after the reunion dates.
A limited number of Non-smoking rooms are available
on a first come-first served basis. Indicate need on the
registration card.
The hotel will issue confirmations.
Cancellations with full refund will be granted up to 6
PM on day of arrival. Must have a confirmation number.
If making ."lst nights deposit by check make check
payable to Holiday Inn Riverwalk North for $89.27.
($79.00 rate plus 13% tax. Sales tax exemption is pending,
any excess tax will be credited to final bill.)
Suites and Hospitality Rooms (CP's) are handled by
hotel on an individual basis. Contact Mr. Jim Malone at
512-737-1955 for availability and rates.
Special world of caution: There are 7 Holiday Inns in
San Antonio, we are dealing with Holiday Inn Riverwalk
North.
-Pre-Reglstra
.
t'Ion P roce'dure
Forty-eighth Annual Reunion
October 7, 8,9, 1993
Pre-Registration for all the events, Strip Tickets will be used
.·again this year at the Forty-eighth Annual RelUlio~.
1. Fill out the Pre-registration Form provided below.
2. Write ~ check or money order to the Ninth Infantry Reunion
CommIttee for the full amolUlt of the tickets.
3. Mail the Pre-registration Form and the check or money
order to Ernest J. Botella, 571 Radiance Drive San Antonio
Texas, 78218-2646.
"
4. You will receive a confirmation Card Receipt.
5. This Card Receipt must be presented at the Reunion Prereg~stration Desk to receive the tickets, program and
regIstration packet.
6. Cancellation of Pre-registrations will be honored for a full refund if received before September 25th. Cancella tions received after September 25th will receive a partial refund.
7. To cancel a Pre-registration, contact Ernest J. Botella at 571
Radiance Drive, San Antonio, Texas, 78218~2646 or telephone
210-656-7820 prior to September 25th, 1993. Mter September
25th call the Holiday Inn, Riverwalk North in San Antonio,
Texas, 210-223-9267 and leave a message for Ernest Botella or
Richard Granberry.
8. Pre-register now and be assured of having tickets for the
Welcoming Party on Thursday night, the Friday Dance and
the Saturday Banauet.
Pre-Registration Form
Forty-eighth Annual Reunion
October 7, 8, 9, 1993
San Antonio, Texas

Name

_

Address
City

_

State

_

Zip.

Full name of
wife or guest.

_

Telephone

Unit in the 9th

------

All Event Strip Tickets: Quantity
Total Enclosed :

_

at $60.00 each

_

_
$2.00

_

_

#

Rates: (Circle rate desired)
rooms
Single Occupancy: $79
Triple
Double Occupancy: $79
Quad
( ) Non-smoking preferred
Mail completed application to:
Holiday Inn Riverwalk North
no Lexington
San Antonio, TX 78205

( .) Please c~eck if you are a Gold Star Wife or Member's.
WIdow or famIly
.

My spouse (Brother or relative)
Served with

Tip of the Hat

Tops Sounded

1\m .-BpI·. 1992

Name .. _

Due to Home Improvements
and the holidays, Ladies
Corner will not be in this
issue.
Ellie Taubner, Treas.
85 Smith Ave.
Bergenfield, N.J. 07621

HOLIDAY INN RIVERWALK NORTH is pleased to host:
TEXAS & GREATER SOUTHWEST CHAPTER
9TH INFANTRY DIVISION, ASSOCIATION
OCTOBER 7-10, 1993
ROOM RESERVATIONS

Texas and Greater Southwest Chapter Members: Please send
separate ch~cks for dues and RelUlion Strip Tickets.
Mail the Pre-registration Form and the check or money
order to Ernest J. Botella, 571 Radiance Drive San Antonio
"
Texas, 78218-2646.

---------------------------
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS
1993 REUNION - 9th DIV.
San Antonio, Texas
CHAIRMAN
CO-CHAIRMAN
Joha W. Miller
Pete Rice, Jr.
1511 Cochise Dr.
Rt. 2 Box 258
Arlington, Tx 76012
Kaufman, Tx 75142
1-817-274-2773
1-214-932-7589

Grateful

REGISTRATION and FINANCE

Ernest~. Botella

571 Radiance Dr.
San Antonio, Tx 78218
1-512-656-7820

Richard G. Granberry
11206 Cold Spring Dr.
Houston, Tx 77043
1-713-497-3730

HOTEL and BANQUET
Gordon A. Schneider
4001 Fort Branch Dr.
Arlington, Tx 76912
1-817-457-0226

Clyde M. Wilfong
404 Boyd Lane
Tyler, Tx 75703
1-903-561-8249

PUBLICITY AND PROGRAM
Robert H. Rucker, #1103
5055 W. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands, Tx 77381
(713) 363-4484

Members of the 34th FA got together for this picture at the Ft
Bragg Reunion last summer.

Robert Burky
7433 Chandler Ridge ~ir.
Apt 401
Fort Worth, Tx 76133
1-817-346-2745

TOURS and TRANSPORTATION
Pete J. Rice
Willard Norris
Rt 2 Box 258
509 E. Kerr
Kaufman, Tx 75142
Burnet, Tx 78611
1-214-932-7589
1-512-756-4132
MEMORIAL PROGRAM
Kenneth L. Meyer
Rev. William M. Lynch
111 W. Green Briar St.
2006 Tulane
Belton, Tx 76513
Richardson, Tx 75081
1-817-939-6323
1-214-231-3281
tiOLF
Richard G. Granberry
11206 Cold Spring Dr.
Houston, Tx 77043_
1-713-497-3730

Delta Airlines Selected as Airline
for Reunion in Texas
The Ninth Infantry Division Association has selected Delta

~ir Lines and D & B Tours International as their official air carrIer and travel agency for our reunion in San Antonio Texas, October 7 - 10, 1993.
Delta'~ nationwi?e toll fr.ee.reservation number is staffed by
fully tra~ned meeting s~ec~ahsts to assist you in making your
re.servah?n for our reUnIon m San Antonio. To take advantage Of
this serVIce and to ensure that the Ninth Infantry Division
Association receives credit for the travel you must do the following:
1. Call Delta Air Lines at the following TOLL FREE number:
1-800-241-6760 (Mon. - Fri. 8 AM - 11 PM Eastern time).
2. Advise the meeting specialist that you are a member of the
Ninth Infantry Division Association and your SPECIAL CODE
NUMBER which is n0648.
Inform the meeting specialist of the date you want to leave for
San Antonio and the date you wish to return from San Antonio.
You may use your credit card and Delta Air Lines will mail
your airline tickets to you at your request.
For those of you who would like to extend your stay in Texas or
the surrounding area D & B Tours International has made
special arrangements so that you can leave your city as early as
Oct. 4th and return as late as Oct. 16th. Please take this into consideration when making your reservations. ALL TRAVEL
MUST BE COMPLETED BY OCTOBER 16, 1993.
1993 Reunion Air-Travellers Note
It is important you fill out this form and mail to your Travel
Agent.
After you have made your reserva tion would you please complete the following for our information for all persons traveling:
NAME

MISSING IN ACTIO~ PROJECT WW2
Continued from Page 1
This area where we search was occupied at various times by
the 2nd Inf. Div., the 4th Inf. Div., the 9th Inf. Div., the 28th Inf.
Div., the 69th Inf. Div. the 82nd AB Div., the l06th Inf. Div., the
4th Cavalry and the 14th Cavalry. We have found artifacts,
mostly mess gear, over the years from all of these units. Some of
them had names engraved on them and were returned to the
owners.
,
The one thing tha t we ask from you tha t would save much time
and effort by our archeologists isinformation in the form of past
or present rosters and/or casualty lists. With this information in
hand they might be able to identify the owner of an artifact or a
dogtag immediately. Otherwise, given a dogtag or, an engraved
relic, it is a long drawn out process to track the rIghtful owner
down through the VA.
If you decide to help us by sending me any lists of n~m~s !rom
your outfit I can promise you that the privacy of any mdIvIdual
on the list will be respected. They will never be contacted except
in the pursuit of the history of a found object from the Ardennes
Forest in Belgium.
If you have any doubts about this project I welcome your questions as well as refer you to Dr. Richard Sommers of the U.S: Army Military History Institute at Carlisle Barracks, PA, 17013717-245-3601.
If anyone in your unit wants to pursue the matter of men missing in action from your unit in the Ardennes please have them
contact me. I will be very happy to give them advice and all of
the help that I can.
5884 Thunderbird Drive
Sincerely,
Richard H. Byers
Mentor, OR 44060
99th IDA MIA PROJECT Coordinator 216-257-9285
P.O.-Dan, here are a couple of our papers and a press release
about our MIA Project. There's an article about our project on
page 11 of the December issue. We couldn't really tell anyone
tha t we found two more bodies in July until they are officially
identified by the army. That is why I was in Belgium in
November. We'll be glad to help anyone interested in looking for
any of your "KIA-BNR" cases.
The guy I returned the dug-up canteen cup to was Granville R.
Van Dusen, 15555 River Road, Grand Rapids, MN. 55744. I hope
he joined up with you.
Thanks for your help.

_

NAME,

_

ADDRESS

_

ADDRESS
CITY

ZIP

ST.

Departure City

_

to San Antonio.

Departure Date

Flight #

____ Time-

_

Return Date.

Flight #

Time

_

Dick McGrath Co B 5 Engineer~ sends this photo taken in
England shortly before the invasion of France (1944) Back Row:
Barney Angell, Joe Polidori Unknown, Adam Karfner and Connie Holmes. Front Row: Kneeling, Fred D' Amore (whom we
lost last year) Walter Groch, Unknown and Dick McGrath.

Please send the above information to:
~
D & B Tours International
P.O. Box 821051
~_
Dallas, Tx. 75382-1051
~~ ...~

The Editors of the Octofoil are grateful to all
those who sent the
beautiful Christmas
cards and wishes for the
New Year. We would
like to wish all the
m('mbers and their
families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year and to our Jewish
members and families a
Happy Hannukah.

~Ar
•
"L ove~
luanuscrlpt
War~ Remembrance"

I spoke to Anthony Carmeci
Co M, 39th Inf. of Barryville,
NY this morning; I had read an
article in the paper from which
he had been quoted (a YOU
ARE THEREooWW II column in
the
TIMES
HERALD
RECORD, from Middletown,
NY),
It was obvious that he and my
husband, Hank Werkman, Co
H, 39th Inf. had covered some of
the same terrain in Europe during WW II. He was intrigued
that I had written this book and
suggested I send you a copy of
LOVE, WAR & REMEMBRANCE by Rosemarie Werkman, Trillium Press.
It is a memoir that relates to
WW II and three soldiers in the
author's life... the center
character, a Silver Star
medalist, Hank Werkman.
I've enclosed a cover letter
and the flyers I've been sending
forth, for your perusal.
I've had gratifying response...sales across the country and loving responses from
people from all the seasons of
my life... and Hank's
Joe's
...and Bob's ... those three great
soldiers.
I hope you will find this book
has merit during this fiftieth
anniversary of WW II; I would
appreciate any pUblicity "THE
OCTOFOIL" can give me. I
will, of course, pay for space in
same.
Thank you for your time and
consideration. This book was
truly a labor of loveoo.not only
for my three soldiers, but for all
the men who gave sO mUch of
themselves.
ROSEMARIE WERKMAN
RD 6 Box F -1, Felter Hill Road
Monroe, New York 10950
(914) 496-7441
00.

d_

47th Inf. F Co. & ~rv. Co.
JACK FINNEGAN
751 Hemlock Rd.
Union, NJ 07083
Finally getting around to.
writing to the Octofoil. I'm
enclosing pictures taken a t Fort
Bragg in 1941 and one taken in
Bowling Green, Va. I've been to
9 reunions and have only met a
few ~ervice Co. members:
would like to hear from some of
these old buddies. Hope to see
you in San Antonio in '93.

The Long March is about
over, it did not sell too good.
Firs t I would like to thank
Colonel Joe Williams, without
Joe this book would not have
been published. To Hoppy who
sold more books than the author
did. To everyone who bought
the Long March, I thank you
very much.
At the Holiday Inn in Fayetteville, I was trying to sell some
of my books.
When one of our old reliables
walked up to me and asked me
"Is that the Long March we
made in Africa," I said No Sir,
it's a POW march I was in from
East Prussia to somewhere
close to Lubeck, 87 days of living hell!
The old man said "You were
a POW, I said, Yes Sir. He said
"Hell I don't want to buy your
book" you lay in a damn prison
camp, while we fought the Germans all across Africa, France
and Germany. I would not buy •
your book. The old man walked
away, I just sat there, shocked
at what I had just heard.
I hope this old reliable reads
this letter. Sir, you are a sick
man, you think prisoners of war
have it made, "man you should
go to a V.A. Hospital and ask
for help. They can help you,
they sure helped me."
I quote from one of F Co's
greats, Larry Ghere, who wrote
me and said, I just read the
Long March, all combat veterans should read the Long
March, and thank God they did
not fall into the hands of the
Nazis.
I would like to thank Larry
Lloyd who wrote the book, Bob
DeSandy for writing the foreward, and to you Dan, if you
can read this mess.
F. Co. Pvt. Wilkey
To all the grea t men who
fought and died so this great
country could be free.
F. Co. 47th Regt.
EARL WILKEY
39 Maplewood Sq.
Rome, GA 30161

Jack Finnigan Co F and Serv Co 47th is shown with members of
Service Company taken in 1941 at Bowiing Green, Va. Left to
right, Finnigan George Merz, J. Sepincski, Harry Whalen and
Ed Roher. That must have been Coke they were drinking.
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THIOCTO.OIL
HAPPENINGS FROM THE FLORIDA CHAPTER

The Autumn Mini-Reunion of
the Florida Chapter was held on
October 29, 30, 31 and
November 1st at the Ramada
Beach Resorts in Daytona
Beach. Phil Berman, President
of the Chapter, was the Chairman.
The Hotel was ideally located
on the Atlantic Ocean. Every
room faced the ocean. The
sands of Daytona Beach were
just a few feet away. Some
members took their shoes off to
walk on the sand while others
waded in the water. The
weatherman cooperated by
providing warm, bright sunny
days.
There were two Hospitality
Rooms. One for displays,
bulletin board, viewing of past
National Reunion videos or just
plain talk. This room was designated as the NO SMOKING
ROOM. The connecting room
where smoking was permitted,
featured a wet bar stocked with
all sorts of hard and soft drinks
in addition to trays loaded with
all sorts of hors d'oeuvres. Here
the men recalled stories of the
war while Tony Manzolilla kept
the women laughing as he told
his many jokes. Others just enjoyed the company of new ly acquired friends while having a
drink or two. Among those in a ttendance were Emil Langer
from the New York Chapter;
Lillian and Richard Manfredi
from California. Richard served with the 47th Infantry and he
and his wife were gues ts of
Emil and Audrey De Donato at
the time. Walter Hickey, ofG &
H Cos. 47th came for the first
time with his wife.
On Friday night, 14 cars loaded with attendees drove in convoy to the dockside of the Riverside Grand Romance boat in
Sanford. Once on board, they
were treated with hors
d'oeuvres consisting of jumbo
shrimp, all kinds of cheese,
fruit, olives and other goodies.
This was followed py a "sitdown" served dinner of your
choice of menu while a 5 piece
live band played music of the
fifties plus any special requests. Some danced, some
went outside on the 3 decks
while others remained inside
enjoying an additional drink or
just relaxing.
Several important issues
were discussed and resolved
during the Florida Chapter
Business Meeting held on Saturday morning. The first concerned the returns of a questionnaire sent out prior to the
mini-reunion to all members of
the Florida Chapter. The
analysis of the answers showed
the following: (1) The members

-

!<ivored the start of a Florida
Chapter Newsletter to be written, produced and mailed twice
per year and financed by the
treasury. (2) Although 50% said
they didn't care where the
Chapter held their Spring and
Fall Meetings, Orlando was the
site most preferred, followed by
Ocala, Daytona, Clearwater,
Jacksonville and others. (3) A
two year term should be served
by the officers. (4) The Hospitality Room expenses should
be financed by donations rather
than assess every attending
member. (5) The activities preferred in the following order:
Dinner/Theatre; Saturday
Night Banquet; Boat Cruise;
Tours; Dancing, while golf,
party games, fashion shows
and others were mentioned.
There were many other questions asked on the lengthy questionnaire however the above
were the main issues.
An "All You Can Eat"
scrumptious buffet was the
order for Saturday Night.
Chicken, Beef-Shish-Kabob,
Fish, Potato, Vegetable,
dessert,' etc. were plentiful.
After the meal, Secretary De
Donato explained the results of
the questionnaire in depth to
both the members and the
women auxiliary. Recorded
tape music featuring the bands
of the fifties were played over
the P .A. system for anyone
choosing to dance.
Sunday morning was departing time but not before a hearty
breakfast was had in the same
room as the Saturday Night
Banquet. This gave everyone
another opportunity to mix in
with others before saying their
"good-byes" and "so-longs"
until we meet again.
To any dues paying Florida
member who doesn"t participate in these well planned
meetings, we urge you to consider a ttending our coming
Spring Meeting. You'll meet
some fine people.
Any member belonging to the
National Organization who
would like to attend a Florida
Chapter Meeting are cordially
welcomed. For information
concerning costs, etc. for the
Spring 1993 meeting, please
contact....Henry Santos, Chairman, 9811 N. Connachuesett
Road, Tampa, FL 33617, phone
1-813/985-5444. The tentative
plans are: Orlando for the site
and probably the latter part of
March, 1993. More information
in the January/February issue
of the OCTOFOIL.
Emil J. be Donato - 47th
3650 SW Mosswood St.
Dunnellon, Fl 34431

Greater New York Area Report

Continued from Page 1
The meeting was shortened to
Don't miss out. As a reminder,
allow more of the evening for
Secretary Art Schmidt loves
attending membership and
the extra dues bookkeeping
guests' holiday dinner. The
work of receiving $10 for one
meeting was adjourned at 8:30
year, $25 for three years or $75
p.m. and the chapter proceeded
for
a
Lifetime
to draw the Christmas 50-50 rafMembership... payable to the
fle winners. Holders of the top
Grea ter NY Chapter, 9th Inf.
winning tickets were: BenDiv. Ass'n., Inc.
jamin Kovacs, J. William
Members attending the
Engle, J .A. Scardilli, Victor
December 18 meeting and dinLarson, John Przybylski and L.
ner, not mentioned above,
Geisser. Also Dan Quinn and
were: Lou Almassy, Tony DeAdolph Wadalavage graciously
Robertis, Anton Dietrich, Mardeclined their winning drawing
ty Gross, Vincent Guglielmino,
for additional members'
Jack Holuboff, Charlie LiBretchances. Congratulations to all
to, Al Lipton, Al Lubrano, Herthe winners and thanks to all
mino Suarez, Art Schmidt,
who participated in our annual
Tony Varone, and Al Zenka.
Chris tmas fund raiser.
Marv Levy
Co. A 60th Inf.
After dinner everyone de2044 Ellen Drive
parted for home with happy
Merrick, NY 11566
holiday wishes to each other
and looking forward to the
Arthur R. Schmidt,
meeting again in 1993. On this
Secretary
closing note the NY Chapter en69-20 69th Street
courages more Ninthmen to a tGlendale, NY 11385-6696
tend our get-togethers every
month....or whenever you can...
for your pleasure of meeting old
Texas in October 1993
friends and making new ones.

THE NEW JERSEY
CHAPTER

We had a nice turnout for our
November 5, luncheon meeting
at the Rutgers Alumni/Faculty
Club on the Banks of the Old
Raritan. This spot is located
less than 100 yards from where
the first football game took
place in 1884. Rutgers beat
Princeton that day, but they
didn't beat the Tigers again until 1938 at the present Rutgers
Stadium. Also not too far from
here Alexander Hamilton
rallied the Rutgers students to
man the cannons as General
Howe was attempting to cross
the Raritan in pursuit of George
Washington after the Battle of
New York. Rutgers students
claim that was the last time
they canceled classes at
Rutgers.
The following men and many
of their ladies enjoyed a tasty
buffet in the Fireside Room:
Jack Finnigan, Joe Pryzborowski, Bill Green, Michael
Wengryn, Phil Cancellate, Anthony Rocce, John Maak,
Frank Gonzol, Rich Sturtevant,
Patsy Fiorentino, John Wolski,
Frank Haines, Lou Sla tnick,
Marty Gill, Joe Kranowski, and
Bob Baiers.
After a short business
meeting I tried to hold an election of officers, but those present decided to reelect the present officers to another term.
Though we never seem to conduct much business at our
meetings, it is always great to
meet with this convivial group.
We couldn't have asked for a
'more enjoyable day: good
weather, d21icious food, great
setting, and good friends.
Frank Haines was good
enough to loan me a video of the
activities of the First Armored
Division in Tunisia. Most of the
action on the tape took place
around Bone. Viewing the action brough t back memories
from fifty years past. I could
almost smell the camels!
Though I searched and searched as I repeatedly ran the film,
I never did see Dirty Gertie you know, from Bizerte!
The men from the New
Jersey Chapter extend warm
wishes to all our friends,
former comrades and their
families for a great holiday.
Ed Hopkins
110 Hollywood Ave.
Metuchen, N.J. 08840

The Nicklins
6 Butler Place
Garden City, NY 11530-4603
516-747-6092
516-747-7925 (FAX)
Dear Beloved Friends,
We wish you the bf~st of the
Holiday Season and a Healthy
New Year.
Ourselves, our children, and
grandchildren all seem fine and
pretty much on track.
We were in Tulum Mayan
Ruins in Mexico, (Quintana
Roo State) 5th December - A
sunny eight day vacation and
professional conference. Kate
in retirement seems busier'
than ever with American
Friends Service Committee and
grandmothering responsibilities. George continues his active psychiatric practice and
teaching.
A considerable amount of
time and energy is still being
devoted by George to trying to
preserve the purposes and
resources of the Friends World
College Project. Otherwise life
is quiet - we continue to hope
for a world in wh~h there is
peace, justice, and a loving
community.
OUf love and best wishes to
you and yours - Hope to see
you in San Antonio and or
Worcester.
George and Kate
CoK47th

ILLINOIS CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

Among them was Cas
We had a pretty good turnout
P-awelick's wife, Jean. It was so
in Angola this year, 67
good seeing her after a long
members, wives and friends.
absence. We had our usual
We had some new faces and all
share of good food and drinks
were made to feel very
and played our White Elephant
welcome. We were so happy to
Game. The Grays were the big
see Bill Hennemuth show up
winners and a fun time was had
and walking quite well after his
by all. We still have to work on
surgery on both legs. He has a
a Christmas in July party to inlot of exercises that have to be
done daily but he has come a . clude our Florida Snowbirds.
Things will be quiet for a
long way. So grea t tha t they are
while. Our next meeting will be
down in Florida already. They
in Madison. Wisconsin. We will
will be back for the Holidays
have our Mini Reunion the first
but will return again in
weekend in May and all are
January.
welcome. Make your reservaSpeaking of Florida, the
tions directly to the Ramada
Anderson~ recen tly s pen t a
Inn in Madison and mention the
week there in November. The
9th for the special rates. More
EImers go back and forth and
details in the next issue.
the Prestons are there now for
We did look into the Amtrack
the winter. Usually the Grays
Train for our trip to San Anare down there in February.
tonio but may not persue it furDon't know if they are going
ther. It's a long ride leaving
this year but we are happy to
5:45 P.M. one day and arrive at
report that Lew is doing ex11 : 45 the following nigh t. The
ceptionally well after his bypass surgery. He looked great' return trip leaves at 7:00 A.M.
and arrives in Chicago 1: 45
when we saw him at our HoliP.M. the following afternoon.
day Party. Paul Clark had a
Group rates are available for 15
little set back but we are happy
or more persons. Senior
to tell you he's fine now. LorCitizens rates are available onraine is keeping a close eye on
ly Monday through Thursday.
him.
We will probably drive. If a disWe had the Holiday Party at
counted airline fare is offered
our home on December 12th.
between now and then, we may
For a change this year, we had
consider it. One way or another,
an afternoon function. It workwe will be there - the Good
ed out great, especially for our
Lord willing. We are looking
Wisconsin members, and forforward to the 1993 Reunion.
tuna tely
the
wea ther
Respectfully,
coopera ted. We had a balmy 40°
Michael Belmonte
a nd sunny which melted the
1161 S. Lombard Ave.
snow we had earlier in the
Oak Park, IL 60304
week. We had 23 people show
up.
MICHIGAN NEWS
The end of 1992 approached.
Now comes the hour to look
ahead to better times. Each
New Year gives us hope that
peace will reign in the world
and the hearts of men and
women will be filled with Gods
love. One toward the other.
So the Michigan charter ended it's year. This year with a
gathering of the troops at Christy's Pub and Eatery in Birchrun, MI. Twenty-six of the
devoted arrived despite a rainy
weather condition. Once inside
the meeting was festive. Social
hour began at 6:00 P.M. with an
adequate buffet at 7.
After dinner a short business
meeting in which our own Matt
Urban installed the following
officers: President: Tom Hatton; First Vice President: Bill
DeBruyne; Second Vice President: Leonard DeBell; Secretary: Rodger E. Alsgaard;
Treasurer: Elmer Wagner;
Adjutant: Floyd Hennessey;
Chaplain: Barney Tobacco;
Historian: Billie Martin.
The slate will serve through
1993 and they ask the support of
the chapter members in all
chapter fUIlctions.
At the meeting that followed,
the program for the year was
discussed. The only program
firmly set was the Memorial

Service in May and the
Christmas
meeting
in
December 1993. There was a
consensus of opinion that we
should hold our meetings a t an
earlier hour. Many spoke of the
problem of driving at night
especially during inclement
•weather. The result of our
discussi'on we booked our '93
meeting at Christy's for two
P.M. December 11th. If the
Michigan Chapter members
have any comment on this
please advise.
Though this is the season of
hope and joy I must be the
bearer of sad news. Alice
Hough has given up the battle
with cancer and passed away
Sunday the 13th of December.
She will be remembered by
many as a supporter of all
chapter events and for her attendance at national reunions.
Her husband, Percy, served
with A/T 3rd BN. Hqs. 60th In£.
He resides at R. Rte #1 258
Dockham Rd. Columbiaville,
MI. 48421.
So with that I will close in this
the twelfth year of being
chapter secretary.
Rodger E. Alsgaard, See'y
Michigan Chapter
2834 Wynes T
Saginaw, MI. 48602

The beloved <l1aplain of the 47th Inf,Father Anthony DeLaura is
shown at the closing days of WW2 (third from right front). Men
are not identified. Perhaps some of the members know who they
are?
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THE OCTOFOll
TAKING BIZERTE- PART III
B Co. 15th Engrs.
F COMPANY 47TH INFAN(Continuing a series of articles intended to inspire readers
RICHARD C. MCGRATH
TRY
who were there to contribute anecdotes for Red Phillips' new
2856 West 85th Street
Lucy joins me in wishing all
book, "Sedjenane: The Pay-off Battle," now in its research
Chicago, Illinois 60652
you great men who served with
stage.)
First and foremost, I want to
F Company and their wives
My research of dead documents and live witnesses is producwish Dan, Marie, Walter
SEASONS GREETINGS! We
ing many interesting facts and insights into why things happenO'Keefe, and anyone else who
hope 1993 brings you all coned the way they did in Northern Tunisia nearly 50 years ago. For
helps put out the Octofoil, a
tinued prosperity and reasoninstance, I'm told that General Eddy's personal journals, left at
Holiday Season filled with the
ably
good health. John Miller
the Army's Command & General Staff College at Fort Leavenblessings of love, joy, and
was good enough to have made
worth, KS, have had the pages relating to Africa roughly repeace. You provide a great serreservations for our suite in San
moved. In this instance I suspect that the perpetrator was the
vice for all of us veterans of the
Antonio for next year's reunion.
General himself for those pages may well have described reNinth. I look forward to the next
We are both looking forward to
lationships with subordinates and superiors that he did not wish
edition and I never fail to be
seeing you all in October. I've
to share with the public, especially since at the time a number of
amazed at the brilliance of the
been in touch with Jack Finwriting
by
the,
"Old
those he may have mentioned were still alive. I appreciate our
nigan, George King, Milt
Reliables. "
former commander's sensitivity but, as a frustrated reZucker, Lou Slatnick, Dan
I think of George Necklin's
searcher, I have other reactions as well.
Quinn, Jack Healey, Yosh Ryntwo part story of his indoctrinaEddy was given reason to ponder in his journal what to do
cavage, Paul Giarraputo and
tion as a rifleman (K Co. 47th)
about two of his chief lieutenants, Colonel J. Trimble Brown of
Frank Gonzol. A number of our
into the Ninth. Great personal
the 39th and Frederick J. de Rohan of the 60th. In quite different
good
people have been on the
experience and very well told.
ways these men were probably unqualified as the leaders of twosick list since we last met in
I
think
of
Red
Phillips
great
thirds of the Division's combat power. The General knew this.
June, including Rud Hoffman,
columns in every copy of the
What he did or failed to do about it is likely the best gauge there
both Frank and Lyl Gonzol and
Octofoil. M Co., 47th Reg't. is
is of his own leadership ability, fully as significant as his ability
George King. We are rooting
lucky to have such a learned
to plan successful tactics or to arrange their logistic and adfor you all to recover and to be
historian.
ministrative support.
with us in San Antonio. I plan to
The
Illinois
Chapter
is
forBrown was fired, ostensibly at least, for getting himself capbe going in for a cataractopertunate to have the steady contured and compromising security of the forthcoming offensive
ation after the holidays. These
tributors,
like
the
Belmontes.
even before it kicked off on 23 April 1943. He was later re_"Golden Years" don't seem to
They do an outstanding job,
classified by higher headquarters and reduced to his former
be shining as brightly as we had
keep
us
informed.
rank.
hoped.
But keep fighting it.
The ladies corner with Mrs.
Colonel de Rohan had such a detachment of manner and preWhen the going gets tough, I
Ellie Taubner had an excellent
occupa tion with his own comfort and safety tha tit caused much
keep telling myself," Hell, they
column in the last Octofoil highresentment down in the ranks. It is already clear that this
can't
make it too tough for me,
lighted by, "Mary's Prayer"
adversely affected his ability to command and complaints to
especially after those years I
which
was
very
topical
for
all
of
this effect had reached Eddy. Why, then, didn't he put the same
spent with the Ninth Division."
us old geezers who find too
boot to de Rohan as he gave to Brown? This remains a mystery,
We're looking forward to an
much
time
to
worry
over
but it was not, as rumor has had it for a.ll these years, because
exciting
Christmas this year.
nothing.
Eddy and de Rohan were related by marriage.
We'll be celebrating it at the
Mc
Laughlin
Thanks
to
Mary
Contrary to what Eddy apparently feared, there was no effect
shore. In addition to Mark,
for that message.
upon the 39th's fighting ability when its C.O. was fired on the
we'll have Lucy's sister and
Also enclosed is a pix taken of
first day of the battle. To maintain morale and discipline Eddy
brother-in-law from Georgia,
one
of
the
squads
of
B
Company
felt it necessary to insert his second-in-command at the regiher niece from Los Angeles,
. while in training in England,
ment's helm until a replacement for Brown was obtained.
and her brother and sister-in1944.
But, if General Stroh anticipated a need for close supervision
law from Pennsylvania. They
Hope you can use it as it is the
of the decapitated 39th, he didn't stick around to do that job. He
are all fun people so I guess I'll
of
Fred
Damore,
in
only
one
went back to Division to sleep every night and for those hours he
have a tough time keeping up.
uniform, that I have.
commanded by telephone. Stroh's assurance undoubtedly stemI want to thank all of you who
One of the best of the best,
med from his confidence in the 39th's XO, Lt. Col. Van H. Bond,
sen t us cards this year.
"Old Reliables."
who at this time was quite as capable of fighting the regiment as
This note will necessarily be
he proved to be la ter when given the command. Why Eddy didn't
60th Inf. Co. A
a short one, but I'll be getting
see it this way remains another mystery.
OWEN NAROSKY
my annual report about the
413 Maple Manor Dr_
Also, a factor was Stroh's knowledge that the Falcons were
financial condition of our CP
Elmira, NY 14904
wealthy in capable battalion chiefs. Cheatham, Cobb and Keeley
fund out to you immediately
I am sending my dues'for '93,.
had been battle-tested at EI Guettar. They knew their business
after the holidays. Once again
'94, '95 and something for
and had mastered the plan. Even when Cheatham and most of
ENJOY!!!!
Memorial Fund. I have never
his key people were suddenly eliminated on the morning of the
Ed Hopkins
heard from Co. A, 60th Inf. I
second day, the 1st Battalion scarcely faltered. Brand new Cap110 Hollywood Ave.
guess
none
left.
Hang
in
there.
tain Conrad V. Anderson took over and successfully led 1/39 and
Metuchen, N.J. 08840-2116
the
achieved goals set for the remainder of the battle.
De Rohan was relieved halfway through the battle because of
illness. He was replaced by Lt. Col. Theodore J. Conway who
was completely new to the situation. However, Conway promptly demonstrated the grasp of tactics and leadership capabilities
that later took him to four stars in the Army. Little of that was
needed at the time. McCarley, Kauffman and Dilley were
already leading those battalions which ranged the furthest on
the 9th's battlefield and which caused the enemy the greatest
pain.
So, did it really matter about Brown and de Rohan? One
brilliant division commander of WWII used to maintain that he
never led three regiments so much as he fought nine battalions.
Whatever, there were many other elements contributing to
the 9th's successful Sedjenane operation. Divarty most clearly
demonstrated that it had learned the lessons of EI Guettar. Its
support was outstanding, particularly with massed preparatory
fires and in maintaining close-in support of assaulting infantry.
The engineers built miles of jeep trails and kept existing thirdrate roads usable, pulled hundreds of mines and kept the troops
supplied with water. The signal troops had their hands full with
the division stretched over a 28-mile front but communications
were never the problem here that they had been at EI Guettar. '
The entire logistics scheme reverted to the mule train level that
the Army had thought was buried at Wounded Knee. The food
Karl Ingebretsen, Serv 60th Inf~ sends this photo of their basketwasn't the Ritz but nobody starved and no one ran out of ammo.
b~1I team taken in 1942-Regimental Champs: Top Row left to
I need information about all of those aspects of these days in
rIght: Holms, Moss, Monchlovith, DiAntoinio and Anderson (d)
Northern Tunisia. Specifically, I need a photograph of Colonel
~ont row: Lt. I. Briggs, Sbordone, Cook and Sgt. Brennon. Not
de Rohan. I would like'to know something of his background,
pIctured was Weaver. Cook and Weaver attended the Reunion
where he retired and died, and of his family. I would like to know
Where are the rest after 50 years? (Rembering those years th~
the present whereabouts of General Eddy's aides, Jack Eddy, ' -scores were around 20 to 24 tops and the tallest player ju t
around 6 ft.--'
s
Jr. and a fellow named Maxwell, and I'd like to hear from more
eyewitnesses of Colonel Brown's capture and recovery. Does
anyone have a roster of the officers in Division Headquarters?
must have been horrendous. Otherwise, I don't know where all
So please keep those cards and letters coming folks. You are
those wounds came from, unless real baddies were shooting the
helping me tremendously in piecing together the battle I missed
real stuff at the ill-starred 2/39. I don't think that Colonel Oakes
because of an encounter with a German mortar round at EI
and company became -POW's because they were seeking a
Guettar. And, incidentally, about the historical value of those
change of diet.
.
anecdotes, I'm compelled to say something in their defense.
I tried to explain in the Preface of "EI Guettar" my contention
I've been getting some flak from a couple of retired Army cothat oral history, even that put together so long after the events
lonels who thought they were with 2/39 at EI Guettar on the mordescribed, is far superior to contemporary papers drawn therening of 28 March 1943. But now, upon reading those anecdotes in
from because of inadequacies of those untrained men who were
my book describing that scene, they aren't sure. In other words,
then recording or reporting events. As a matter of fact the
they think our quoted witnesses are guilty of gross exaggeration
2/39th's operations journal of that date reeks of panic. Obviousabout the enemy reaction to the 2/39th's attack. They believe
ly, history was the last thing on the mind of its keeper.
these "low-level" observa tions should not be the stuff of his tory;
So. Gentlemen Critics, I stick with my guns. My witnesses are
that they are mere "war stories," "sensationalizing." These
fully;qualified to testify. After all, they are, for the most part,
critics prefer the original histories which were written by "real
thos.e PFC's and Second Johns who at the time were litetally
historians," and compare my publication with those found at the
c~llmg the shots. You are, of course, entitled to be contrary; ,
check-out stand at the supermarket.
WIth history the case is never closed.
Red Phillips
Well, there may be some stretching of the truth here and there
14002 Hemlock Dr.,
in "EI Guettat," but on the whole I think that 28 March was a
Penn Valley, CA 95946
very bad day for 2/39 and, for those in the lead companies, it

M COMPANY (47th)
CHRONICLER
Research for the new book
has been keeping me jumping
so this won't take long. I'm glad
for the opportunity to wish you
and yours all the best for the
holidays and a safe and
healthful 1993.
Many of us are s till hanging
in there but not Carl F.
Woodard. His sister wrote that
he died 10 October in Carthage
TN at age 80. You may recall
that we only just "found" him
for the - Reconstituted M (see
last Chronicler), now we've lost
him again. Earl was a mortarman and a veteran of the Safi
landing.
Immediate replacement:
Join me in welcoming back to
M, Elmer E. Oakes, once of the
2nd Platoon and now at 3579
Section Rd., Cincinnati, OH,
45237; (513) 631-5744. Elmer
joined us in Normandy on 20 July '44 as a replacemen t. He is
now retired from U.S. Shoes but
keeps a hand in a local shoe
company, "just to keep busy."
Welcome home, Elmer!
Our D-Day Anniversary on 8
November brought a note from
machinegunner Jack Knight
(2nd Platoon) who reported
that Conda Knee was in fair
health, Ed Wills was home from
having by-pass surgery and Ed
Little was OK.
The mortar gang photo in the
last Octofoil elicited some ID's
from the Duke of Chicopee. Bill
Kowalczyk says the top row
(L-R) had Unknown (I knew
that! ), Manny Cohen, Slim
LeBar, Eissen and "Bing"
Porowski; second row:
Unknown, Joe Ventura, Harry
Nadeau, Unknown, Bill
Koumanelis, and Himself. Bill
also confirms for us that Frank
Vanesky was indeed at Safi as a
member of his squad of the 3rd
Platoon so, just as soon as
Vanesky orders a copy of "EI
Guettar," we'll add him to the
Safi Monument. By the way,
those books are going fast. I'm
into the las t box and, when
they're gone, there ain't no
more.
Joe Smith, once of the 1st Platoon and our only full-blooded
member of the Menominee
Tribe (didn't they send the tree
to the White House this year?)
called seeking help in getting
notice in his records that he's
entitled to the Combat Infantry
Badge. Joe, you ought to be entitled to two of them - one for
EI Guettar and the other for the
Sedjenane Valley operation.
I see the names of Bill Horan
and Joe Kscenaitus among
those signed up with me for the
Galaxy Tours Safari to Tunisia
in May.
I'm going along because I
never got to see ,those beauty
spots in the Sedjenane Valley
thanks to the "Hello to Hill 290"
gift that I received on 1 April
'43. Wife Lee will be along to
check out the rugs and Berber
jewelry, as well as to keep me
straight. We'd love more company from M. Plenty of seats
open fellows and NO C-RATIONSl It's tin:te to give Galaxy
a call if you have any questions
(800) 523-7287. Tell 'em Red
sent you, not that this will get
me a free COllS-COUS.
Stay warm and have only the
best!
Red Phillips
14002 Hemlock Dr.
Penn Valley, CA, 95946
47th Inf.
VIRGIL DINGMAN
6 Clark Ave.
Ft. Plaid, NY 13339
I t has been a long time since
I've written to the Octofoil.
Still going at 82. I looked at
my card and see my dues are
due. Enclosed is a check for 3
years. Hope I'm still around
when they are due again.

THE OCTOFOll

.
Keeping a watch on the news over 50 years
Rober Dunn, Service Co. 47th
Inf. was one of the writers for
the 47th newsbulletin "The
Raiders." One of our members
sent this article about Bob.
by Joseph Mohnacs
CARDINAL HOMERS BEA T
BROWNS, 2-0 - The St. Louis
Cardinals jumped into a 3-2
World Series lead yesterday
aftenoon when Manager Bill
Southworth's men drove two of
;Denny Galehouse's pitches out
of the ball park to shutout the
Browns, 2-0.
The game was almost a
direct reversal of the opening
tilt, in which Galehouse and
Mort Cooper also were the
hurlers and which Cooper dropped by a 2-1 score while allowing only two hits in the seven innings he pitched...
-News item, Oct. 91943

STRONG

COUNTER-

ATTACK CARRIES GERMANS INTO BELGIUM Engaging in its biggest offensive operation since A vranches,
shortly after the Normandy
breakthrough last summer, the
German Army yesterday launched a powerful counterattack
against the American 1st Army
on a 60-mile front along the
Belgium and Luxembourg frontiers.
The drive, employing tanks,
infantry, paratroops and strong
formations of a newly awakened Luftwaffe, succeeded in
penetrating American positions
at some points and crossing the
border into Belgium. attacks on
other sectors were repulsed.
A BBC correspondent at noon
today reported the German offensive to be "still developing"
as the enemy scored "substantial gains."

SWEDESBORO - For many
American soldiers fighting on
Dunn's news career began, in
the African and European •
a way, in the 1930s as a paper
fronts of World War II, Robert
Dunn's newsletters-which
carrier for the Woodbury Daily
Times, the forerunner of the
often accompanied a hot meal
Gloucester County Times. He
and letters from homebrought a little bit of
made a half penny per
Americana and the latest war
customer each week, netting
news to the men on the front
about $1.80.
lines.
He later became the paper's
Dunn, who currently owns
Westville correspondent, earnand publishes the Newtown
ing 5 cents for evey story he
Press in Swedesboro, was in
wrote. He also covered events
charge of the 9th Regiment's
at Woodbury High School for th
newsletter. Remaining in the
Courier Post of Camden.
In 1936, he took a job at the
rear echelon, he would listen to
Philadelphia Record as a copy
British Broadcasting Corporation news reports on a Halliboy. The pay was $15 a week.
Shortly thereafter, he was
crafter radio and type up the
news on a portable typewriter.
assigned to the police beat in
the Frankford and Torresdale
If a mimeograph machine
sections of the city.
wasn't available, he would
After the war, Dunn returned
make as many copies as possito the Record, before going to
ble using carbon paper before
the Trentonian in Trenton.
sending the news forward.
There, he started as a reporter
Although there were never
and worked his way up to news
enough copies for every soldier,
editor before buying the
at least, he says, a couple of the
Swedesboro News in 1951 from
bulletins made it to each pla, the Woodbury Daily Times.
toon or company.
Dunn says he bought the
Dunn was originally assigned
paper anticipating rapid
to a rifle company after he was
growth in the area in light of a
inducted into the Army in 1941,
decision by the National Steel
but was later re-assigned to the
Corp. to buy land in West Deptnews letter in view of his newsford Township, possibly for a
paper experience.
steel mill that would spur
While in training at Fort
economic growth.
Bragg, N.C., Dunn says that the
The plant, though, was never
recruits had to sit through
built and the area around
training film after training
Swedesboro actually declined·
film. In order to get out of the
in population.
films, Dunn responded to a
He sold the paper in 1962,
notice calling for the creation of
entered local politics an served
a regimental newsletter.
as mayor for several years. But
At the groups first meeting,
in 1971, he started the monthly
Dunn - who had been a police
Newtown Press, which is curreporter for the now-defunct
rently mailed to over 3,000
Philadelphia Record - was put
homes and businesses in the
in charge of the project because
Swedesboro-Woolwich Townhe was the only person who had
ship areas.
any experience in journalism.
"There are very few small
In addition to the news letter,
papers anymore," he says, addhe was also responsible for
ing that "I never heard of anyentertainment and publicity.
body becoming rich.. It's long
But for his fellow soldiers, his
and hard work."
tightly written stories often provided the first news from the
In reference to his decision to
front, like the following disstay in journalism, Dunn says
patch from Dec. 18, 1944 detailhe "vowed to spend time in
ing the last major German ofcommunity service" after befensive - the Battle of the
ing injured in the war. He also
Bulge:
gives credit to his "very
tolerent wife."

Veterans Awards
Mr. Arthur C. Clark

29 Baytree Circle
Boynton Beach, FL 33462
Dear Mr. Clark:
This is to inform you that Major General Vito Morgano, The
Adjutant General of The New Jersey Department of Military
and Veterans' Affairs will present The New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal that you have been awarded on December 2,
1992, at 1030 hours, in the DMAVA Conference Room A (directions attached).
Please respond no later than November 18, 1992, whether or
not you will attend and the number of individuals that will accompany you. The point of contact is thffi office. If you cannotattend this presentation, your citation and medal will be forwarded to you.
Sincerely,
Rosemary B. Esham
Director of Administration

60th Inf
RONALD M. A. HIRST
Mathildenstrasse 4
D-6200 Wiesbaden
Dan
The copy of the enclosed letter might be of interest to the
membership and all other recipients of the OCTOFOIL.
Francois LECOUVEY, now
the mayor of AUDERVILLE, is
the gentleman I met during my
May 1992 visit in tracking the
Division's June-August 1944
visit to the Cotentin Peninsula. I
met Francois while touring
(and photographing) the Cap de
la Hague-area. Back then,
when 47 Regiment moved
through his village he was but
12 years of age.
I shan't forget the warm
reception he gave me and the
tour of the various 'still-intact' German bunkers in the
immediate area.
We shall have another visit
next spring.
Francois Lecouvey
Village de Laye
50440 - Auderville
mardi 24 Novembre 1992
Ronald N. A. Hirs t
MATHIL-DENSTRASSE 4
D -6200 - WIESBADEN
Monsieur Hirst,
Thank you very much for the
photographs you sent me. I'm
very proud to have been photographed ·near one of our
liberators who, the first July 44,
with his friends of the second
battalion, 6 infantry's regiment
of the American, Division 9,
have libera ted us from the
enemy occupation.
During 4 years, our village,
which was not allowed to any
penetration or population
escape, has known the most
destructions - Inhabitants
were obliged to stay at home
very early and have met terrific requisitions by the occupa-

tion troups.
Never I will forget the liberation of my little hamlet. You arrived during the night the 30 of
June, in the middle of Auderville, you have wait that the day
begins, in order to inves tiga te
the village.
The mayor was M. Pierre Anquetil. He was, with inhabitants
of Laye, la Roche, la Valette
(hamlets), refugied in the tunnel.
Every morning, he usually
goes by bike to the markettown, for seeing that townhouse, church and houses keep
well.
This famous morning (1st of
July 44), he was very surprised
to see jeep, military cars,
armoured-cars, tanks, lorries.
He was very excited and
thought immediately that you.
were Germans. He goes back
very quickly to the tunnel and
says to everyone that the fight
will soon begin, and will be very
terrifying.
He has done a mistake! You
are Americans. I think tha t this
episode will remember you and
four friends who were here this
famous morning' for Auderville
libera tion.
I can say that we were used to
hearing planes during one
month before your arrival. It
was the Allied aviation which
carried troops and ma terials on
the front. The war's noise were
the shooting of D.C.A. and batteries of 155 located above
hamlet "la Roche" and also
batteries of 203 of hamlet
"Laye" whose reach was
thirty-eight kilometres.
The most eventful night was
between 5 and 6 of June.
Several thousand planes which
pull gliders go to the landing
zone.
I hope that a day we can
spe~k ~g~!n gQQut this tragic

age of our history. Cordially.
FrancoffiLecouvey

Deadline for next issue of Octofoil
Feb. 20th

Order of Battlefield Commision
The NOBC is now undergoing a vast national search for BATTLEFIELD COMMISSIONS. In contacting you, perhaps you
may have a list of names and addresses of potential candidates.
If you have a copy of your unit history, look under the a~ards
section. There you may find a section under the headmg of
DIRECT APPOINTMENTS. The next process is simple and
easy to follow.
1. Make a copy of the lis t of DIRECT APPOINTMENTS shown
in your unit history.
2. Mail that copy to me at the address shown above.
3. I will circle the names of all persons we now have on our
roster.
4. I will then return the list to you and you can scan your roster
of those not circled but are members of your Association.
5. Return this list of names and addresses to me and I will
follow up with an invitation to join NOBC.
6. Any returned mail (death, move, etc.) will be forwarded to
you to make necessary up-da~e to your roster: .
.
I have used this process WIth many ASSOCIation s~cretarles
and have received excellent response. The 100th Inf. DlV. Assoc.
has sent me 88 BC's and addresses and more to come. It works.
Should you not be able to do the above, please put the following
ad in your Assoc. NEWS LETTER several times.
The NATIONAL ORDER OF BATTLEFIELD COMMISSIONS are looking for men who were commissioned on the field
of battle while engaged with an armed enemy in WW I, WW II,
KOREA, VIETNAM. Contact: John C. Angier NOBC #338, 67
OCean Dr., St. Augustine, Fl. 32084, (904) 471-7695.
Thanking you in advance for your help and support, and hope
to hear from you real soon. I remain,
Sincerely yours,
John C. Angier 111
Past Deputy Cmdr. NOBC #338
Regimental 'Scandals'

Having served with the 84th
American troops, advancing
Field Artillery Battalion, 9th
through the minefields of the
Infantry Division, from North
Sedjenane to Mateur, gave our
Africa to Germany by way of
nation its first great land vicSicily, Normandy, Northern
tory of the war and the world its
France and BelgiUIil, I find the
first great unconditional surexclusion of all infantry and arrender of large-scale German
tillery units of "the Old Reliforces.
abIes" from the New Manning
Since then I have followed
System outrageous, unconyour red numeral of the 1st
scionable and scandalous. AdDivision and your tri-colored inding insult to injury, the 84th is
signia of the 9th across the
given short shrift in the fine
sands of Sicily, past the
print as merely a distant
defenses of Troina, over the
relative of the 29th Field Arbeaches of Normandy and
tillery.
through the hedgerows to CherYet. had it not been for the
bourg. Side by side, your two
divisions have fought the Gerforced march of 735 miles in 100
hours over the Atlas Mountains
man Army 700 miles across the
by the 9th Division Artillery to
Continent to the inevitable and
Thala, outside the Kasserine
final defeat of the German nation.
Pass, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower might very well have beThe American Army is studdcome a prisoner of Field Mared with splendid divisions. But
shal Erwin Rommel in
rarely have two divisions team• ed so expertly; never have two
February, 1943.
In sum, I predict the justificadivisions fought longer and
tion for my burning indignation
harder with greater skill or
on the following quotation from
courage.
a message dated 10 May, 1945,
Certainly Gen. Bradley was
sent to Gen. Omar N. Bradley
well aware of the specific into the commanding generals of
fantry and artillery units which
the 1st and 9th Infantry divihad so much to do with the
sions:
achievements of the "Notorious
From the waddies of EI GuetNinth," also known as "Hitler's
tar where the 1st and 9th diviNemesis." He was also aware
sions fought shoulder to
of their distinguished records in
shoulder against crack eleWorld War I.
ments of the Afrika Korps to the
Brig. Gen William F. Mcfinal surrender of German
Gonagle
forces to the American II Corps
AUS, retired
on 9 May, 1943, the Tunisian
Hollis, Me.
campaign was an epoch,
octofoil - from the army times
fashioned largely in the
-sent by ernie hackenbrock - A
bravery, skill and achieveCo. "S9th - j.f.
ments of your two divis!ons.

------------

Sppkin{! Tnformation

I am a member of the Military Postal History Society. We are
group of people who preserve the postal and censorship markIngS of the military post offices of the United States. We presently have several projects in the works. We are hoping your Divisional Association can help us with them.
.Our foremost effort at present is to catalogue the V-Mail proVIded for the men that had art wor.k or had special messages
~re-~rinted on them. For example, ""Merry Xmas from the
fIghting -Infantry Regiment" or sometimes there were special
messa~e~ ?r art work that depicted a scene from the country
your DIVISIOn was located at that time.
We are also trying to get in touch with the men who worked in
the Army Post Office which was assigned to your Division. If it
would.n't. be too much trouble to place an announcement in your
AsSO~IatIOns Newsletter of our request will be greatly apprecIa!ed. We are seeking first hand information regarding the
opera tion of the APO's and possibly loca te photographs of the
post offices.
We are afraid that as time passes, this information and the
V-Mail will be lost. We hope you will be able to assist us and our
Society in these two projects.
~

I remain,
Respectfully
Norm Gruenzner
Military Postal History Society
P.O. Box 32
Cypress, Texas 77429

THE OCTOFOIL
60th Inf
MAT URBAN
352 Wildwood Dr.

Holland, Ml 49423
Dear Dan:
Two years ago I retired as the City Recreation Director and
the Holland Civic Center Manager. I envisioned my retirement
to be, "Days of wine and roses" - leisurely ---:- to become
motivated - about noontime - relaxing - a mint julep, occasionally - no more worries - and sunny winters to look forward
to.
Now, I discovered that - it is not retirement for me. My
volunteer associate, Chuck Conrad, tells me that I have entered
a new career of marketing, sales, and travel. Weekdays - at the
office - about 9:30 A.M. to 6:00-7:00 P.M. - telephone (616)
392-6767 - autographing, mailing books, letters, visitors, phone
ringing, etc. - in between and weekends in travel: mainly to
veterans' organizations, service clubs, business, award and corporate luncheons - banquet meetings - schools, churches,
military bases - The National Guard Armories, Coast Guard
Stations, ROTC Schools -conventions, memorials, dedications,
parades, book stores, the malls, etc. - on and on it goes - but, I
enjoy it.
Upon returning from a patriotic weekend at Evansville, Indiana - followed by five days in El Paso, Texas - I had but two
days to prepare for a Memorial Weekend at Newark, N.J.; to be
followed by a flight to Ashland, Ohio for a parade on May 27th.
May 31st - it's off to Duluth, Minnesota - from there - flown in
to Ithaca, New York - June 6th-9th, Cornell University - on the
9th to New York City for the Welcome Home Ticker Tape
Parade on the 10th - then, Hempstead, New York, for the
dedication of our book to the Hofstra University archives.
Do bear with me in my "correspondence methods", as it
enables me - to offer more news - in detail - in my
"squeezed" scheduling.
Recently, off to Toledo for the Statue of Liberty presentation.
July Fourth - Traverse City - The Cherry Festival; then, Cass
City, July 6th-7th - July 10th - Port Huron - The Blue Water
Festival. July 11 th and 12th, Chicago's Vietnam Leadership Program; that Saturday morning, flying off to Arlington '91- near
Seattle, Washington - a two day program - the best - ever!
July 20th in Remus, Michigan. Coming up: The Coast Guard
Festival Parade, then Elk Rapids' Harbor Day Festival Soldier's Grove, Wisconsin - Hudson, N.Y. - Boston, Mass Anaheim, Calif. - Vancouver's Celebration of Freedom - onand on - and on. Rest - whenever - the phone - does not ring.
We are approaching 5,000 in book sales and are mailing out the
revised, limited 2nd edition. It features a more "active" colored
front book layout and the title of The Hero We Nearly Forgot. It
is the original caption in the short story published in the
Reader's Digest. This renovation dispels the sole impression
that it's strictly a biography and leads one to look upon it as
possibly an intriguing narrative - which it is! Mail, phone, personal contacts of favorable acceptance are many and "topnotch." Now, more than ever - it looks like a winner!
At home - extra joys andproudness - All summer with
daughter, Jennifer. Last December she graduated: Summa
Cum Laude from Pepperdine University, Malibu, California majored in International Studies/Political Science. After a busy
"green thumb," swim and study summer at our lake home Jennifer was accepted by three top law schools: University of
Michigan (close to home), Cornell (Dad's Alma Mater) and
Harvard (Rated No. O. Tough decision for her, but, she wisely
chose - Harvard. (John Clouser - 9th Division Scholarship
-Protege.)
Often; my thoughts wander into our past activities, enjoyments, and mutual friends - and YOU. Any news - will be
appreciated - and do take care.
To quote - Joe Kearns ... Likewise: Everyone of us in the 9th
Division - feel, appx:eciate, respect - both of you.
Dan you have done a wonderful job all these years on the Octofoil. Keep up the good work. All the best to the staff and to
Marie.

47th Inf.
RAY INZER
818 Harwell
Abilene, TX 79601
Enclosed are personal da ta
and check for $75.00.
Right or wrong, through the
years I haven't spent much
time dwelling on the past. In a
letter to Red Phillips I told him
tha t I kept busy taking care of
the present and preparing for
the future. Recently I have
begun to re-orient my thinking
- not entirely - but I have
changed somewhat. Recent
events have caused me to recall
more frequently the years I
spent with the 47th Infantry.
November 8, was the fiftieth
anniversary of our landing at
Safi. I read the accounts of that
operation in histories of the 47th
Infantry and of the 9th Division.
I re-lived that experience; and
again I felt the emotions it produced. ·Now it's time for me to
get back into the present and
concern for the future.
My wife, Cokie, and I are
looking forward to next year's
convention in San Antonio,
whiCh is one of our favorite
cities. See you there.
B. Co. 15th Engr.
BOB APEL
8424 Harding Blvd.
Wauwatosa, Wi. 53226
Enclosed check for three
years for the Octofoil.
My wife and I are looking forward to the reunion in San Antonio. Looking forward to seeing all our buddies from the
15th Engrs., and hope to see a
few new faces.
Co. M. 47th
EDWARD LITTLE
313 Washington Street
Tomaqua, PA 18252
It has been quite a while since
the Reunion, but my mind has
been on it a lot.
We had a wonderful time
even though it rained most of
the time. It was nice to see all
the gang and talk over the pas t.
Now, for the unpleasant
part. Fellows, I seemed to have'
lost some pictures down there,
and I am pretty sure I left them
on the table in the hospitality
room. I didn't realize it until the
picture of the Mortan squad appeared in the Octofoil. If by
chance anyone saw them. I
would appreciate very much if
you sent them to me. Maybe
someone picked them up.
The pictures are a treasure to
me. I will not make it to Texas
in '93, but will be thinking of all
of you.
May the Good Man take care
of all of you 'till we meet again.
Don't get too much sun down
there in San Antonio.
Co. B, 15th Engrs. Bn.
JOHN MUTCHKO
Dear Dan,
I was a member of the 9th Inf.
Division, Co. B, 15th Engr. Bn.
From 1941 to 1945. Discharged
from Camp Uptor, NY in 1945.
Arthur Schmidt was in my Co.
B.

John Mutchko, Co. B 15th Engineers sends photo of a group of
Engineers taken in France 1944. Left to right: J. Petrisco, G.
Williams, Nick Yarose, A. Huntley, D. Mahoney, E. Folsom, E.
Miko, P. Pezento, J. Mutchko, C. Wilson and P. Durnick. We
wonder who ended up with the German Flag.

Dear Dan and Marie
It's not often that we get a
chance to tell you tha t all you do
for our great Association is
grea tly apprecia ted. This is a
good time to let you know and
keep up the good work.
May the Lord Bless you and
keep you in His care.
.
Love
.John aI)d Rose

Enclosed is our donation to the
Memorial Fund "in Memory of
Bill Andrews.
9th RE Co.
Mr. and Mrs. John Bankowski
19241 Angela Ct.
Roseville, Mi. 48066

Remember the Reunion
Dates Oct. 7-10, 1993

I am a member of the 9th Div.
Assn.
Enclosed is a photo I found in
my album. I thought it would be
nice to put in the Octofoil.
The names from left to right
are: J. Petrisco, G. Williams,
Nick Yarose, A. Huntley, D.
Mahoney, E. Folsom, E. Micka,
P. Pezinto, John Mutchke
(me), C. Wilson, P. Dunick.
Dan, please let me know. If
you can publish the photo.
Best regards to all.
PS-Dan, .
I just received a letter from
Art Schmidt. He suggested I
send the photo to you for
publication in the Octofoi!.
Please let me know when this
will be published.
Thanks a lot,
Your Buddy
PS #2 -To you and yours, enjoy
the Holidays.

This is a letter George
Nicklin received when his story
a ppeared in the Octofoil "A
Comba t Medic Learns to Heal
Others and Himself.
Hi, George!
I just read your letter in the
Octofoil, and it was so interesting to me that I had to
write you. From the description
that you give, you and I were on
the same boa t, the Queen
Elizabeth. As I remember we
left out of New York Harbor on
September 24, 1944 and landed
in Scotland around October 1.
From there we boarded a train
and rode along the coas t of
England to the Replacement
Center. In the field we slept in
pup tents. After a few days
there we moved to London, to
cross the Channel at Omaha.
After a few days there we probably were still together. They
put us on trucks and took us
down to the train station. We
got on the train and traveled
across France through Paris.
Somewhere on the other side of
Paris we boarded trucks again.
As the convoy moved through
France they seemed to be in a
hurry to get us to the front lines,
so the M.P. 's stopped the convoy and told them to slow it
down.
After we got off the truck at
Belgium we were loaded onto
Jeeps
and
went
to
Schevenhutte, where we were
brought and separated. They
put me in I-Company. (47)
Well, George, after all that
time I surely would like to hear
from you. Furthermore, I
would like to see you some
time, so we can talk things
over. I'm looking forward to
reading the nex t episode in the
next Octofoil. If you come down
this way, please look me up - I
would be glad to see you.
My first Sergeant lives in
New Jersey, near you. His
name is Tom Maggio. I have
been trying to get up to New
Jersey to see him, but I haven't
gotten to it yet. I had planned on
going down to Bragg for the
reunion this summer, but I
didn't make it.
George, I hope you can read
this okay. As you can see, I
can't write too well.
Bob Epperly
This is my new address
Robert L. Epperly
1199 Misty Hills Ct.
Blacksburg, VA 24060
I-Company 47
60th Inf. L Co.
EDWIN BREWER
8427 Mastin, Apt A
Overland Park, KS 66212
Hoping that you and yours
are all well and about to enjoy
the holidays.
Two months ago, I talked t02
old "L" company, 60th buddies
- Sgt. Alvin Heidebrecht, we
called him "Pop" also called
Edward Powers in Ardmore
Penna. Pop lives in Altus, Okla:
Both are O.K. Oh yes, Edward
was our company clerk.
P.S. I almost forgot - I keep in
touch with Hermon Rahn of
Pisgah, Forest, North Car. ~nd
John Le~is, Shelbyville, Tenn.
- both old time 9th members.
Co. I 39th Inf.
DON LAVENDER
2913-49th Street
Des Moines, IA 50310
I wrote you on September 14
in reference to the plaques at
Remagen. Ifollowed that with a
note correcting the reference to
the Armored unit from the 4th
to the 9th.
Enclosed is a photo of one of
those plaques to which I referred.
I believe strongly that the 9th
Infantry Division should be
represented by such a plaque.
Thanks for your consideration.

47th Inf. K Co.
JOE KILLACKY
1039 Warner Z
Lemont, IL 60439-4247
rm a free agen t after this
year, but I decided to re-sign
with the Ninth for another three
years - can't leave the' Best
G.M. in America down.
Hope all is fine with you and
Marie. My best for a great
Christmas and New Year. See
you all a t the Alamo!
PS - I'm also a grandpa
again, as of Oct. 15, 1992. Sarah
Kathleen Gregory came into
this world at 6 lbs., 12 oz.
47th Inr. D Co.
JAMES CANADA
P.O. Box 434
Shannon, GA 30172-0434
Thought I would send in my
dues for 1993 before I let it slip
my mind again. I have been
sending them in Nov. but forgot
it 'till the last day.
I want to thank you for a good
job well done. I don't know wha t
has happened to all the old buddies from D. Co. of the 9th Division. Haven't seen any names
in the paper lately. I heard
from one or two of the replacements, but not from any of the
older guys that I served with so
long. I know they are like myself, they don't like to write.
And again I guess they are getting too old to write, like myself. Keep up the good work.
Will try to write a little better
next time.
Good bye for now.
47th Inf. F Co. & Hdqtrs.
WILLIE MIZELL
4539 Airline Blvd.
Chesapeake, VA 23321
Get ready, get set, let's go to
the reunion in San Antonio
'
Texas, October 7-10, 1993.
We enjoyed the reunion so
much this year, we immediately made reservations at Holiday Inn, Riverwalk North and
have received our confirmation
(Number). We also have purchased our "United Silver Pac"
coupons for the flight. No! Bags
aren't packed, but that won't
take long. We are excited and
loo~ing forward to seeing you
agam. Would love to hear from
anyone that served with F Co. '
or Hdqtrs. Co. 47th Infantry.
I served from Sept. 27, 1940 to
Se~t. 27, 1945. Mayall your
holIdays be blessed with good
health and much joy.
39th Infantry "K" and
"Cannon" Co's.
BURLEIGH BREWER
408 Silverdale Terrace
Dayton, Ohio 45440
My wife, Lois, and I enjoyed
the Reunion at Fayetteville,
N.C. to the utmost. Was really
pleased to see so many men
from "K" and "Cannon" Co.'s '.
there and enjoying themselves
to the fullest.
Bill Nelson and I were thrilled to be invited by General
Frank Gunn to join him, along
with his lovely wife, at their
table for a few moments. We
exchanged memories of our experiences in the 39th. Thanks,
General, for the memories.
After our return, armed with
information from Mrs. Walter
Slover about former "K" Co.
originals; we contacted Earl
Smith, 36 Sunset Place'
Germantown, Ohio 45327. sgt:
Smith is not in the best of
health. I am sure Earl would
enjoy an Octofoi! and cards
from any who remember him.
Also contacted Chester
Brewer, 418 Dickinson St.,
Bamberg, S. Carolina 29003, an
original "K" Co. Was great
talking with him after so many
years.
Bill Nelson and I are looking
forward to a return trip to
North Africa in May '93.
Hope to see all you "K" and
"Cannon" Co. guys at next reunion in San Antonio, Oct. '93.
Thanks, Dan and all for the
Octofoil, and the fine job you all
do.
<

1

Can Co. 47th In£.
C Co. 39th In£.
FRANK J. LORITO
R.R.I. Box 1283
Beach Lake, Pa. 18405
Enclosed is dues for the coming year. Happy and healthy
holidays to all.
47th In£. M Co.
LEO FATLAN
380 S. Center
Braidwood, IL 60408
Enclosed please find my
check for three years membership and a little extra for the
Memorial Fund. I would like it
in Memory of Merwin Sullivan
from M. Co. Sure enjoyed seeing so many of the fellows at
Fort Bragg. It was great. Hope
to see you and the others in
Texas next year. We have our
reservations and hope we will
be able to go.
We really enjoy receiving the
Octofoil. Keep up the good
works.
2nd Bn. Hq. 60th In£.
EUGENE EDWARDS
112 National Ave.
Langhorne, PA 19047
I am sending my dues, for
three more years. Looking forward to a ttending three more
conventions.
We sure did enjoy the time at
Bragg. It would have been
perfect if it hadn't rained on our
parade. That is life, you win
some and you lose some. I have
to take my hat off to everyone
who was involved. They did a
terrific job.
Through the good will of God,
my wife and I are enjoying good
health.
Our most serious problem is
fighting wrinkles and the bulge.
Without a doubt we are enjoying it.
Looking forward to seeing
everyone in Texas in '93.
Co. D. 60th In£.
JOSEPH JURANICH
P.O. Box 277
Basehor, Kans. 66007
Enclosed is my check for
lifetime membership. Sorry I
overlooked this. I couldn't
make it to the 1992 reunion but
hope to a ttend the 1993 reunion.
I would appreciate a line
from anyone in Co. D. I am
looking for Stanley Sezlak. I
last saw him March 17, 1945
when I was wounded and left
the Co.
I enjoy the Octofoil very
much. Keep up the GOOD
WORK.
OLD RELIABLES
I listened and I watched and
then I gazed up to the sky -

Could it likely be 'twas there
the troops marched by?
I could hear the Sergeant calling, but him I could not espy.
And for a forlorn moment, I
emitted a heartfelt sigh.
'Twas then I saw some faces
-though gone, they felt quite
near.
I visualized Sgt. Chapman and
Sgt. Tomilo too.
Plus PFC's and Pvt. 's of which
there were quite a fe-w.
Shortly I noticed that there
were spaces in the ranks.
At that very moment the sun
was
, into the West it sank.
The curtain was drawn, but
there was one act in store.
Voices could be heard singing,
"the 'Old Reliables' forever-

more!" 60th Inf.
JOSEPH L. RAPPA~INI
. 24001 Sherman
Oak Park, Mi. 48237
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9th Med. Bn. Co. B
WILLARD HAAS
3126 South Dr.
Allentown, Pa 18103
Although I'm probably late
with my dues, I'll blame the
new computer system of
reminders. Please continue me
for a new 3-yr. "hitch," for
which I am submitting payment herewith. Enjoyed the
Reunion in Fayetteville,
especially the ceremonies and
speeches at Ft. Bragg. Naturally, the whole experience would
have been much better if I had
found any of my Buddies of Co.
B, 9th Med. Bn. in attendance,
but I didn't.
Thank you for your excellent
work!
9th Signal
EVERETT SPINK
4280 Monte Vista Way
Cosby, TN 37722-2532
Enclosed is check for dues. I
di.dn't get to Ft. Bragg as my
WIfe fell and broke her wrist.
I am glad the 9th decided to
stay as is, it would seem there
are more important things to do
than to vote to let the new divisions in every few years. I hope
this is the end of that foolishness!
I saw Ander
this summer and we had a nice chat.
60th Inf. C Co.
ANDREW ERATO
4851 B Equestrian Rd.
Boynton Beach, FL 33436
Sorry I'm late, just going thru
some old papers and found my
9th Div. membership card, so
I'm sending dues.
I'm a former member of the
,60th Infantry Regt., 9th Div.,
3rd Platoon, 3rd Squad.
In three years that I receive
our newspaper, I've made contact with one buddy, Sam
Schartz, from PA. I wrote him
last.
Sam, I'm sure you are going
to see this. Holiday greetings to
all.
60th In£.
JOHN BEDINGHAM
6255 Camino Pimeria Alta #104
Tucson, AZ 85718
I was wounded near St. Lo
before the breakthrough. I've
been to Normandy twice in the
last 2 years and hope to go to
the 50th Anniversary of the invasion, in 1994.
I have my reservations at the
hotel in Stremere Eglise.
Serv Btry 84th FA Bn
FREDERICK TALARICO
503 Elm Street
Pittsfield, MA 01201-6537
Enclosed is my check for
membership renewal for 1993.
We were all set to go to
Worcester, but John O'Donnell
from Divarty, had an accident
at home and spent the weekend
in the hospital.
Hoping that you and Marie
have a nice holiday.
Wishing all the members of
the associa tion healthy and
happy holidays.

60th In£. F. Co.
DONALD E. CRASS
2295 Strong Road
Phelps, Wis. 54554
I see by my paper that it will
be running out in '92. So enclosed is a check for three more
years dues.
God willing I hope to attend
the Texas reunion.
I also ask anyone from Company F 60th Inf. to get their materials in to Cliff Painter on
their experiences with Co. F.
during their time with the Company in W.W. II.
Cliff would like this to be in by
May 1, 1993 so he can put it all
together for the reunion.
His address is Clifford
Painter, 240 Hawthorne Road,
Washington, Pa. 15301.
Dan, I wish to thank you for
the fine job you do on the paper.
We can be thankful that we
have someone like you.
Once again thanks.
60th In£. Serv. Co.
KARL H. INGEBRETSEN
44559 N. El Macero Drive
El Macero, CA 95618
I did enjoy the Reunion in
Fayetteville and the impressive
Memorial Service at Fort
Bragg. It was too bad, however,
that we could not all have been
housed under one roof. Locating and visiting Old Buddies
was difficult at times. We,
"zeke" Weaver and I, did enjoy
the chance to visit the old 9th
Division Area and show a few of
the "newer" members, such as
Slick Wilson and John Ryan,
the 60th Regimental Headquarters, barracks, PX.,
guardhouse etc. I do not believe
that they had much of a chance,
before going overseas, to enjoy
the Area that was home to
many of us for approximately 2
years. It brought back many
memories and brought the
enclosed picture out also.
The Chapel served many purposes and was our basketball
court during the season. Service Co. became the Champions
of the 60th in 1942 and I believe,
were very respectable in a
Division Tournament played in
the big gym on the main Pos t.
Until somebody disputes me
-we probably won. The season
climax was an invite to play the
Duke University Varsity at
Durham. We went with Division
HQs blessing who sent their
P.R. man, Lindsey Nelson to
root us home. Like most of the
great teams of recent years -we
also lost but enjoyed it.
I believe that my dues are up
for renewal. The enclosed
check should cover me for 3
more years. We will play the
next installment by ear.
Bureaucracy has caught up
with us. Please note an address
change in Street number to:
44559 N. El Macero Dr. We are
s till comfortable and healthy in
the home we built 28 years ago.
Thanks for the wonderful
Reunion.

THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE PROJECT
Dear Veteran of the Battle of the Bulge:
We need your help to tell your story!
If any of you have photographs, home movies or other visual
materials from the time you were in the Ardennes please let us
know by sending a description of what you have. Do not send
originals until we request them. We will arrange to have copies
. made for our use and your irreplaceable originals plus an additional copy returned to you.
Also, if you or any family members have diaries, letters or
other memorabilia relating to the Battle of the Bulge we would
like to hear from you.
Lastly, we are beginning to assemble a file of veterans (on
both sides) and others (relatives, civilian witnesses from
Belgium and Luxemburg etc.> with whom we will be conducting
video interviews. So if you have a story to tell this is your opporfunity. Please send us a brief statement of the details including
your outfit, dates etc. And if you know of others whose stories
Should be included please send their names and where to contact
them.
We look forward to hearing from you.
290 West End Ave. 5C, New York, NY 10023, telephone (212)
787-0258.

Co F. 47th In£.
CHARLESE.ROCHELLE
6419 Nc 36
Chapel Hill NC 27514
Here is a publication I saw in
the "Modern Maturity." I
thought you might want to use it
in the next Octofoil.
P .S. See you in Texas Oct. '93.
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While the young Navy lieutenant was keeping tabs on the
Pacific payroll, on the other
side· of the world Sergeant
Leslie Wooten was having a
much-too-close encounter with
another part of the Axis - German frontline troops.
Wooten recalls: "After the
fierce fighting at Remagen, I
was sitting atop a 9th Infantry
Division tank leading a spearheading column. Enemy anti'tank fire knocked out my tank. I
was wounded and pinned down
by crossfire. My men thought
the blast had killed me, so when
the shooting stopped and our
tanks retreated they left me
(for dead) among the enemy
soldiers.
"As darkness descended a
quarter moon shone, reflecting
on the white sandy road by
which I was lying, my face resting on my bloody arms.
"The first German who came
along gave me a small kick in
the side. When I did not flinch,
he moved on. The next one who
spotted me grabbed my forelock and pulled my head backwards. Seeing my bloodsmeared face, he released his
hold and left."
A third German checked
Wooten by straddling his torso
and placing his hands on the
American's ribcage. Raising
his head slowly, Wooten murmured "Wasser, Wasser
(Water, water)." The enemy
soldier walked away - taking
Woot.en's bayonet and first-aid
pack.
When pitch darkness arrived,
Wooten began his escape. With
injured arms, useless hands,
perforated eardrums and a
fractured left knee he struggled
to his feet and shuffled ahead in
the darkness, almost stumbling
on a sleeping German who
emi tted a loud snore in time to
avoid a collision. Just before
dawn the American came upon
four guards, rifles raised
toward him. Fearing they were
Germans he fell prostrate and
cried. "Hilfe! Hilfe! (Help!
Help!)" One of them approached, his rifle pointed at Wooten's
head. Then peering down, he
shouted, "He's one of our
boys!"
For 40 years the Reverend
Leslie Wooten has been pastor
of the Oak Grove Church of the
Nazarene in Decatur, Illinois.
60th In£. Cannon Co.
CARL WINTER
1511 Maeder Ave.
N. Merrick, NY 11566
I have not been well with a
heart attack and now I have a
fracture on my shoulder bone,
so I have to stay put for a while.
Thank you Dan, for everything. Your help at Bragg and
my grandchildren had a good
time.
My daughter did the driving.
47th Inf. I Co.
ROBERT EPPERLY
1199 Misty Hills Ct.
Blacksburg, VA 24060
Seeking to Find
Would like to hear' from the
medic that I went up on the hilf
with to the right of Schevenhutte to treat some woUnded.
Also, to hear from the engr.
that came up in Ohlenburg with

a jeep & tractor to pick up the
dead. My first Sgt. sent me with
him to pick them up. We got a
whole trailer load.
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39th In£. G Co.
GEORGE SEIFERT
Rt. 1, Box 755
Cochise, AZ 85606
I see it's time for renewal
dues, enclosed is a check. The
remainder to go toward the
Memorial Fund. I need decals
for the new windshield we in~
stalled.
Enjoy reading the Octofoil
from front to back, and while I
can't travel far, it's nice to keep
in touch this way. Wishing
everyone a happy holiday
season.
Co. F. - 47th In£.
RA Y SCHMADER
3757 Northview Ave., N.W.
Canton, OH 44709
It just dawned on me that I'm
a delinquent member. Enclosed
is my check for three years
dues and a few dollars for the
Memorial Fund. Hope you and
Marie are doing well, Dan, and
hope to see you in San An tonio
in the Fall.
I had a slight stroke in early
September and am battling my
way back. So far, so good. No
paralysis, but some numbness
in my right side, which seems
to be improving as time goes
on.
Take care folks, stay well and
we'll see you at the Alamo.
Regards.
]5th Engrs., C Co.
PHILIP DUBINA
77 Ingleside Ave.
Winthrop, MA 02152
Enclosed are my dues for 3
years. I enjoy receiving the
Octofoil and reading about old
friends. As far as myself, I'm
going in for surgery for tW()
knee replacements, probably
caused by all the praying I did
from Africa to Germany. Hello
to all the gang from the 15th
Engrs.
39th, K. Co.
TOM MICKELSON
5000 Abbott Avenue
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429
HiDanFifty years ago we were in
North Africa. It was a cold,
rainy week for that Thanksgiving. But we had turkey that
day. Now we are getting ready
for another Thanksgiving. As I
look back over the past years I
never though t I would be here
today. Am looking to see all the
men nex t Reunion. I missed
last year because of illness. But
am OK now. And I wish to thank
you for all the years that you
have given of yourself to the
Assn.
l\fan)' thanks to you.

1993 Reunion in Tex8i
0
71
ct. • 0

When was the last time you wrote a letter to our Mail Call
Column? Just a postal card would denote your interest
and let some buddy know where you are. You like to read
what ot.her mem~ers send in ... why not do your own part
and wrIte a few hnes now and then for their enjoyment.

